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Introduction
Defin ing “Chris tian” might seem like describ ing a snow flake.

There appear to be as many def i ni tions as there are Chris tians. You
prob a bly know Chris tians who have some thing won der ful going on in 
their lives, while others lack the peace they should have and com pen -
sate by bug ging the tar out of you. What makes the dif fer ence? How
can you tell what’s real?

Well, those ques tions are exactly why I wrote this book. 

Chris tians, being people, are dif fer ent from one another, but they
have a common foun da tion, which the Bible describes in detail. Not
every body, though, under stands all that’s in the Bible. Some make it up
as they go. But when people attempt to be Chris tian by will power
alone, they find it does n’t work—no matter how hard they try. 

How To Be A Chris tian With out Being Annoy ing explains God’s sure
foun da tion. It shows the way to latch onto some thing authen tic and
pow er ful. People might still be annoyed because we’re too tall, too short,
too rich, too poor, what ever, but they’ll know we’re real.

This book has sev enty-five, one-page “arti cles.” Each will give you
some thing to ponder, as will the brief excerpt from the Bible that accom -
pa nies it. The excerpts are a Bible sam pler and give you an idea of the sort
of infor ma tion you’ll find there. They come from dif fer ent ver sions of the
Bible to help you decide which ver sion fits your style, and they let you
know I didn’t make up the stuff in the arti cles.

Read the book in any order. Start at the begin ning and read to the
end or “dip in” here and there to read about par tic u lar topics. Either
way, enjoy your trip through these pages. 

Please send your com ments and ques tions to me at
bette@confidentfaith.com. 

Bette Dowdell,
Phoe nix, 2006
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The Daddy You Always Deserved

! John’s first letter, chap ter 4, verses 15 through 18 (I Jn.
4:15-18)

! The Living Bible (TLB)

! Writ ten in his later years by John, Jesus’ youn gest dis ci ple.
This letter was writ ten shortly before he was exiled to the
island of Patmos, in the Aegean Sea just west of what is now
Turkey, where he lived out the rest of his life.
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Anyone who believes and says that Jesus is the 

Son of God has God living in him, and he is

living with God. We know how much God loves

us because we have felt his love and because we

believe him when he tells us that he loves us dearly. 

God is love, and anyone who lives in love is living

with God and God is living in him. And as we live

with Christ, our love grows more per fect and

com plete…We need have no fear of some one

who loves us per fectly; his per fect love for us elim -

i nates all dread of what he might do to us.



The Daddy You Always Deserved

God describes him self as our father. Unfor tu nately, this loving
descrip tion may create an obsta cle for any body who had a hurt ful
earthly father.

For what ever reason, some fathers don’t do the parenting job
well, so their chil dren grow up never know ing a father’s love. As a
con se quence, they believe they have little or no value. If they had
value, they reason, Daddy would have loved them.

They may expe ri ence what passes for a father’s love as a con trol
device to make them jump higher, try harder. And high is never
high enough. Hard is never hard enough. Daddy means being not
quite good enough.

Or it may be that noth ing from their father remotely resem bles
love because he was abu sive—phys i cally, sex u ally, men tally, emo -
tion ally. Here, daddy means pain.

If you grew up with a daddy who loved you for sure, you have a
tiny little idea of what God is like. If you grew up with out such a
daddy, you need to put away your idea of what daddy means and get 
it behind you.

God is the daddy you always deserved. 

You were always worth loving. You’re worth loving now.
Tomor row and tomor row and tomor row, you’ll still be worth
loving. Until the end of eter nity.

That’s not to say God loves every thing you do. The way you live 
your life may break his heart.

But God loves you.
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A Child of God

! John’s first letter to the church at large, chap ter 3, verses 1
through 2 (I Jn. 3:1-2)

! The Living Bible (TLB)

! John and his brother, James, both dis ci ples of Jesus, came
from a well-to-do fish ing family. At the start of their time
together, Jesus called them “sons of thun der” because of
their explo sive tem pers.
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See how very much our heav enly Father loves

us, for he allows us to be called his chil dren—

think of it—and we really are! But since most

people don’t know God, nat u rally they don’t under -

stand that we are his chil dren. Yes, dear friends, we

are already God’s chil dren, right now, and we can’t

even imag ine what it is going to be like later on.

But we do know this, that when he comes we will

be like him, as a result of seeing him as he really is.














